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Monarchs can be seen in Becker City Park in the
pollinator habitat during the late summer.

Follow the City of Becker Facebook page for
up to date info and services

Summer 2020

For general questions
please call:

Please Note:
COVID-19 is positioned to throw a huge
wrench in most of our summer plans. The
City is doing our best to keep everyone safe
and still try to have a productive and funfilled summer. As with all plans lately, the
information in this bulletin regarding events
and dates should be taken with a grain of
salt. Things can change day to day depending on the situation.
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City Hall

12060 Sherburne Ave
Becker, MN 55308
8:00AM to 4:30PM
763-200-4239

Utility Billing .................................. 763-200-4239
Water/Wastewater..................... 763-200-4258
(Water Emergency).......................... 320-250-4526

Mayor’s Message, Census

Police Departement ................. 763-200-4267

Building This Summer?

Fire Department.......................... 763-261-4133

Working in the Right of Way, Compost Site

Streets/Maintenance............... 763-200-4275

Farmers Market

Community Development...... 763-200-4239

Community Center, Freedom Days
Public Works/Streets Projects
Public Works/Streets Projects
Veterans Monument, Summer Safety,
Primary and City Elections
Pebble Creek Open, Online Bill Pay
Event Calendar
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(Emergency)...................................... 911
(Emergency)...................................... 911
Mowing and Plowing

Planning and Zoning
Permitting
Economic Development

Community Center..................... 763-200-4271
Parks Rental/Trails
Community Garden
Activites and Programs
Athletic Complex

Pebble Creek Golf Club........... 763-200-4268
Pro Shop
Bar & Grill
Events & Weddings

Finance Department.............. 763-200-4239
Utility Billing
Accounts Payable

www.ci.becker.mn.us

Mayor’s Message
COVID-19 and Becker

I would like to thank the Becker Community for
supporting one another through these difficult
times.
Did anyone ever image that they would be experiencing life within a pandemic? I didn’t give it
a second thought before March of 2020. I recall
vividly my Grandparents telling me about their
life during the great depression, a devastating
plague of locusts’, World War 2, the polio epidemic and other intriguing stories of hardship
and survival. I too have shared surreal stories
with my children that standout in history such as
the explosion of the Space Shuttle Challenger
and 9/11. Soon, our children will share with the
next generation their experiences and childhood
memories starting with the COVID-19 pandemic and the challenges we all faced during the
outbreak.
I share in the frustration and uncertainty of the
days, weeks and months ahead. I also want to
remind you to look to the future, the positive and

The Census

Yes it’s still happening
What...? I thought the census was over after
April 1st. Well, that is not true. The census
count continues well into this year. Soon
we will be approaching the time when
enumerators are sent to your door.
An enumerator is a government employee who’s job is to come to your door
if you haven’t filled out the census and
count your household. There is one way to garantee that no one comes to disrupt your dinner.
Fill out your census.

Spring 2020

joyfulness around our community.
As the Mayor of Becker, I thank each and every
one of you for taking care of each other and
your willingness to share your talents and resources with others.
We are eager for the days of what the new
normal will bring. I would like to encourage you
all to do business locally. Now, more than ever,
our local businesses in Becker and surrounding
cities need our support and patronage.
I look forward to getting businesses fully open,
having dinner at the local restaurants and
laughing with you all
during school events.
Stay strong, compassionate and patient.
Mayor Tracy Bertram
Tracy Bertram
Mayor, City of Becker

If the City of Becker reaches 5000 people, it will
be eligible for state funding. That money can be
spent on roads and infrastructure in Becker. We
are very close. In 2018 the population was estimated to be just 144 people short of 5000.
Every person realy does make a difference.
Our state also needs help to keep its
representation at the Federal Level.
MN could lose 1 House member in the
next census unless everyone completes it!
To find out more on why the census is important
check out beckercensus.com.
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Building This
Summer?
While some folks are relaxing and having fun in
the sun some of us are getting ready to start our
summer home improvemnt projects. Spring and
summer are prime time for building and getting
construction projects done around the house.
With this building season kicking off, we have a
few reminders on when a building or administrative permit is required.
Many common projects require a permit. You
may not even realize you need a permit for
some things.

Get that permit, its safer
Getting a permit is important for a number of
reasons. Your building permit allows the building code official to review and inspect the work
that is being completed to ensure it meets the
minimum standards and acts as a checks and
balance for improved safety.

Save yourself money and a headache

“...some insurance companies will
not insure if the correct permits
were not acquired.”

Pulling a building permit before a project can
save you money down the road. If someone
completes a project without the correct permit,
there is a penalty fee for an “after-the-fact”
permit. Also, if there is damage, some insurance
companies will not insure if the correct permits
were not acquired.
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Selling your property? Ensuring the correct
permits have been acquired can save time and
money during the sale process.

Does my project require a permit?
Many common projects, some of which are listed here, require a permit:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Decks and platforms
Plumbing projects
Water heater installation
Re-roof
Window and door replacement
Interior renovation
Fences
Accessory sheds
Irrigation
Furnace/AC

For more information, check out the City’s website for more information and printable permit
applications. Building and Administrative Permits are available under the Community Development Department’s page. Have additional
questions? Give City Hall a call at 763-200-4239

www.ci.becker.mn.us

Working in the
Right of Way
Working in the right of way can create challenges for the sorrounding community if done
incorrectly. It is very important that you complete required ROW documentation for the City
of Becker Public Works Department prior to the
start of projects.

City staff will be checking for the following:
• Ensure that nothing will affect the sightline in
relation to the City of Becker ROW.
• Make certain that utilities are not impeded.
• The City of Becker needs to be aware of
what is present within the ROW. This is noteworthy especially when the City would need
to utilize the ROW for future construction
projects.

Why would I need a right of way permit?

I think my project might require a right
of way permit. What now?

The city strives to keep the ROW free of obstructions and ensure the safety of citizens and
visitors to the City of Becker.

All ROW documentation is illustrated on the City
of Becker Website at www.ci.becker.mn.us.

Residents would obtain a ROW Permit and pay
any necessary fees if conducting work within the
ROW utilizing the following products:
• Concrete/Pavement ($100 fee)
• Pavers ($30 fee)
• Sprinklers ($30 fee)
• Sod/Rock (no fee)
• Please be mindful that no trees or shrubs are
allowed in the City of Becker’s Right-of-Way

What is the city looking for?

Compost Site

Augmenting your yardwork

Applicants will complete the appropriate ROW
permit, based on the work being conducted and
provide any required supporting documentation
via email at pubwks@ci.becker.mn.us . It can
also be dropped off at 11956 Gardner Street,
Becker, MN 55308.
If you have questions regarding the City Rightof-Way or work you want to do in the Right-ofWay, please contact the Public Works Department at 763-200-4275 or via email at pubwks@
ci.becker.mn.us.
Yard waste is easy to take care of at the compost site. There is also some black dirt available
so grab a shovel and take some. The site is located at 1245 153rd Street SE, Becker, MN. Anyone who is a resident of Sherburne County can
access the site.
To use the compost site, you need to obtain a
compost card which are available at Becker City
Hall. The initial card is no charge. There is a $5
fee for any replacement card thereafter. Limited
to one per household. Commercial users please
see the city fee schedule or call City Hall.

Spring 2020
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Come and visit us. Lots of
great food and its all local!

Open 3:00 PM to 6:00 PM
May 29th to October 9th
Every Friday
Becker Furniture World
Parking Lot
Becker’s annual Farmers market is set to begin
Friday, May 29th. The market is a great place
to stop and get local food and speak to some
local vendors. There is a lot to offer at the market. Produce, grass fed meat, baked goods and
sweets, eggs, honey, maple syrup and even
some compost if you are looking to tend to your
own garden. The market has been slowly growing. Come be part of it and support your local
vendors. We look forward to seeing you at this
years market. Becker Farmers Market is open
every Friday (weather permitting) through October 9th from 3-6 in the Becker Furniture World
parking lot.

Good Food Is Essential
This year is a late start for the market due to
COVID-19, but there have been some precautions taken to keep everyone safe. If you are
shopping at the market this year please respect social distancing. The following guidelines
should help you.
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When shopping at the market please respect
the following guidelines.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Maintain physical distancing of 6 feet
Be courteous and wait for your turn
Shop quickly and efficiently
Avoid touching products. Please let our vendors serve you and package your selected
items
Wash and sanitize before and following your
visit!
Do not sample or eat on site!
Limit to 1-2 people.
Wear a mask if available
If you feel ill, please do not visit the market
for seven days after your symptoms have
subsided without the use of medication.
If you have encountered someone who may
have been ill, please only return to the market if you have no sign of illness for 14 days.

www.ci.becker.mn.us

Freedom Days
Cancelled this year

The City of Becker has made the difficult decision to cancel Freedom Days 2020. We have
always held the safety of event patrons, volunteers, city staff and our community as a top
priority. Based on the challenges brought on by
COVID-19, we feel that cancelling the event is
the socially and fiscally responsible move at this
time. We want to thank all participants, volunteers and sponsors for the continued support.
We will see you all next year!

Community Center
Summer Adventure Zone

As we continue to work on reopening the Community Center, a few parts of the facility will be
opening June 1.
The staff has been hard at work getting ready
for Summer Adventure Zone. We are very excited to offer this great program to youth in the
Becker area. There will be modifications made
to the program, but staff are confident that we
will be able to still offer a quality program while
focusing on the health and wellness of the community.
The Great River Regional Library will also continue to offer curbside service. To receive updates on programs and services, make sure to
follow us on Facebook, and go to www.beckercommunitycenter.com

Please note, Concert
at the Creek may be
cancelled due to public health concerns.

Spring 2020
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Public Works

City maintenance you may see
SANITARY SEWER CLEANING

Public Works staff will be out during the months
of April and May conducting sanitary sewer cleaning. City staff clean ¼ of the sanitary
sewer collection system each year. The purpose
of this work is to remove any sediment or FOG
(fats, oils and grease) that may have accumulated in the collection system. This maintenance
work helps to minimize issues with the City’s
collection system.

STORMWATER COLLECTION SYSTEM
CLEANING

Public Works staff will be out during May and
July working on cleaning parts of the stormwater collection system. A portion of this system
is cleaned each year to ensure the collection
system can handle flows that result from spring
snow melt and rain events throughout the summer and fall.

continue to work on City streets as weather
allows. In addition, staff use the durapatching
machine to address road or trail patches that
are breaking down. This machine sprays a mixture of emulsion and granite chips on the deteriorating section which helps to bind the existing
pavement together and the chips provide additional wear surface on the patch. Public Works
staff perform these maintenance functions each
year to help extend the life of the paved roads
and trails throughout the City of Becker.

CITY WELL EXPLORATION

The City of Becker is continuing work with S E H
to develop plans and specifications for Wells 7
and 8 and pump house #4 on the property the
City purchased in 2019. The City has worked
with Traut Wells to do exploration on this site
and it shows great promise as far as a site that
can produce at least one municipal well.

ROAD AND TRAIL MAINTENANCE

Public Works staff have been out crack-filling
and durapatching on City streets and trails. To
date, all City trails have been crack-filled. Staff

Public Works staff filling
cracks in the road.
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Photo from the frontage road project
listed on page 9.

www.ci.becker.mn.us

Streets Projects

Infrastructure and street improvements

Major projects in 2020:
•

•

•

Spring 2020

Parkview Drive. All of Parkview from
Bradley to Sherburne Ave and the 6
cul-de-sacs will be reclaimed and
paved in 2020. This will start in early
May. Sunset Drive and the Trail along
3rd Street will be worked as well.
(Not on Map) Completion of Energy
Drive and the new intersection with
CSAH 8. Anticipated to be open for
traffic in June of 2020 with most of the
2020 construction completed by the
end of July or early August 2020.
(Not on Map) City Park parking lot,
shifting the entrance north and widening the entrance along with reclaiming
the existing asphalt and putting new
paving, drainage and adding some
fencing along the front side of the new
parking stalls.
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Veterans Monument
Honoring all veterans

The Becker Veterans Monument is now fully
placed as of May 8th. Several people involved
gathered around to watch the last bits go down
including a large black granite monument and
a granite bench. The project has been in the
works for a few years and has encountered a
few hurdles along the way. Roger Bigalke, Mike
McDowall and Al Scherping had been working
to make sure it all came together. The monument placement coincided with the 75th anniversary of VE day. The historical significance of
the day was on the minds of everyone involved.
“It couldn’t be a more fitting day to place a memorial,” Bigalke remarked.
The memorial features the all branches of the
military and salutes veterans past, current and
future. It also features a bench to sit on and
reflect. The inscription on the bench reads, “With
Respect, honor and Gratitude... Thank You Veterans.”

Roger Bigalke looks on
as the monument is
placed.

If you would like to take a look at the finished
memorial it is located outside of City Hall in
Becker.

Summer Safety

Primary and City
Elections

Summer is a great time to have people over for
a fire, just remember to be safe and follow ordinances related to recreational fires. Recreational fires can be no larger than 3 feet in diameter.
Don’t have a fire if a burning ban has been declared. If gatherings can be heard 50 feet away
it could be a violation. We ask that people keep
it down between the hours of 10pm and 7am.

Primary election day is Tuesday, August 11, 2020.
Polls are open from 7AM - 8PM. Voting location
is Becker City Hall, 12060 Sherburne Ave SE.
Look for information on the city website voting
page or facebook for changes in the process
due to COVID-19.

Rec fires, noise and curfew

Curfew is enforced for juveniles. For Becker, 15
years of age and under is 10:00 pm curfew. 16 to
17 years of age is midnightcurfew.
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Are you interested in becoming a candidate for
city council? There are 3 open seats. The mayor’s sett and 2 council members. If you are interested in running, please contact City Hall and
speak to Julie at 763-200-4239.

www.ci.becker.mn.us

Pebble Creek

Open for business, mostly
Golf has started for the year, with some social
distancing. We are following the best practices to operate in a safe and responsible way.
Please make tee times at pebblecreekgolf.com
or by calling 763-200-4268.
Pebble Creek Grill is officially open as of Monday June 1st at 11am! With the recent State of
Minnesota Executive Order, we will be reopening to outside dining with the follow safety
protocols in place:
• Maximum of 50 guests at one time
• Reservations are Required (call
763.200.4268)
• Reservations are Limited to 1.5 hours
• Social Distancing Guidelines will be in place
• Tables Limited to 4 guests or 6 guests from
same family

Online Bill Pay
Never miss a payment

Are you sick of having to keep track of whether
or not you have paid your water bill? Are you
sick of having paper copies of your water bill
and instead would like to recieve it by your email
address?
It is easy to pay your utility bill online and set
your accout to paperless billing. The steps below
are designed to help you to go on to paperless
billing if that is what you prefer.
The first thing you will need to do is find where
to sign up on the city website.
1. Go to ci.becker.mn.us. You will hover by How

Spring 2020

We will be open 11am - 9pm everyday!
We respectfully ask that everyone be patient
and respect the new guidelines that we will
have in place as we begin reopening. Please
note we will not be taking dinner reservations
on Tuesdays or Wednesdays in order to accommodate our Golf Leagues.
Thank you to our guests for your continued loyalty and support, we can’t wait to see you!
do I… then click on Utility Payments. You will be
brought to the Finance page and there will be
a link that says online that will lead you to PSN,
Payment Services Network, which is the network
that accepts payments on behalf of the City.
2. When you are on the PSN website, you will
need your 8 digit utility account number and the
name on the account. When your information
comes up, you can click Register and Make a
Payment. This will prompt you to create a log in
by filling out your email address, password, and
secret question for security purposes.
3. You will then be able to elect to go paperless
and/or make a payment. You will also be able
to set up and manage auto payments. PSN’s
customer service number is 877-885-7968 if you
have any questions when you are on their website.
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Sun
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City of Becker
PO Box 250
Becker, MN 55308

June
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-13- All City Garage Sale*

(Council Meeting Dates
Highlighted in Orange)

-3- City Offices Closed
-4- Independence Day
-25- Concert at the Creek*

All Events marked with *
could change with public
health conditions

July

27

August

-11- Primary Election Day
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(Water Bills Due Dates Highlighted in Yellow)
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